
  

 



  

 

For three years, UNICEF UK and the Scottish Government have 
come together to promote and protect children’s rights across 
Scotland through the Rights Respecting Schools Award.  

Through this landmark partnership, over 600,000 students have 
learned to stand up for their rights, and we have helped to create a 
safe, inclusive and respectful environment in more than 2,000 
schools.  

Crucially, this ground-breaking partnership has laid the 
foundations for long-term and lasting change. As we look towards 
further embedding RRSA, we can be confident that this 
partnership will continue to have an incredible impact for 
children for many years to come. 

As a member of the UNICEF Youth Advisory Board, personally 
experiencing the positive impacts of the RRSA programme 
through my high-school and seeing the increase in uptake of the 
scheme as a result of the Government’s support has been 
heartwarming.  

I’m really proud that more students across Scotland have been 
able to get involved with the programme. Realising that I had 
rights appended with responsibilities to others was a key 
takeaway of mine and this understanding must surely have 
expanded the student’s mindsets.  

It’s really exciting to think about how these students will develop 
this foundational knowledge of the UNCRC and apply their 
perspective of global citizenship in the future! 

Learning about the UNCRC in primary school, then transitioning 
to an RRSA high school, made children’s rights a standard part of 
my school life.  

It was not until I learnt more about RRSA’s UK reach, during my 
time on the UNICEF UK Youth Advisory Board, that I realised 
what I had taken for granted was not accessible everywhere.  

This is why I think the funding was crucial in alleviating the 
barrier to learning about children’s rights within educational 
settings. UNCRC is a fundamental part of my school, which made 
it a place where young people felt safe and all staff empowered us 
to develop to our full potential.  

RRSA being prominent in both my primary school and high school 
made education a place where I felt safe and excited to learn, play 
and be myself. 
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https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/how-we-create-change-for-children/theory-of-change/
https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/how-we-create-change-for-children/theory-of-change/


  

 



  

 


