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Millions of Yemeni children face serious threats due to malnutrition, in particular, and the lack of basic health services, in general. All these threats are caused by the ongoing war and hostilities in the country, especially in Hodeida governorate. UNICEF continues to call for ceasefire in Yemen to end the suffering of people. 
Saba, a child from …. Area of Yemen, suffers from severe malnutrition and complications of fever and diarrhea. She is at risk of imminent death due to malnutrition and the disastrous war conditions in Yemen that cast a shadow over all areas of Yemen.
In Hodeida, children face the risk of death due to the lack of food or the expansion of battles to residential areas that include hospital that provide emergency healthcare services to the affected families.
Ashwaq Al-Raei, Saba's mother, says that they have no money because her husband doesn’t work currently. 
“Because of the war, my husband couldn’t find work in order to get money. Additionally, we haven’t received assistance from the local organizations in Hodeida. This has severely affected Saba,” she added.
Dr. Waleed Ibrahim works at Al Qatea UNICEF-supported Therapeutic Feeding Center that is run by Taiba Foundation for Development. Cases of severe malnutrition are admitted and hospitalized in the center to receive treatment. The center provides free nutrition for mothers too. 
Dr. Waleed says that Saba arrived in the center “suffering from acute malnutrition with complications of fever and diarrhea.”
“She weighed 5.7 kg, while children of her age are supposed to be 8 kg. This is due to the difficult living conditions of the family and repeated births according to the mother's medical history," he added.
Wo Saba lives with her parents, three brothers and six sisters. They are all at risk of malnutrition due to the war and lack of a source of income.  
Ashwaq, Saba’s mother, said that she breeds the livestock of her brother who is living outside the governorate. 
“I sell some sheep each now and then to get money. We had bees in the past but everything has gone. We used to eat bread and drink tea but now we even don’t have bread,” she added. 
Dr. Walid said that Saba received treatment in the center. On the third day of her arrival at the center, she began to improve. Diarrhea and fever stooped and cough improved.
“After that, Saba will be referred to the outpatient clinic to monitor her weight and give her the appropriate nutrition. If she doesn’t improve, she will be referred again to us,” he added.
According to Dr. Waleed, "Due to the repeated malnutrition cases within this family, the UNICEF has added health educators to the medical teams to raise awareness among mothers about the quality of food, hygiene and family planning through the use of contraceptives in order to raise healthy children."
Ashwaq is happy to see her daughter recovering, but she is still concerned because her kids don’t have anything to eat at home. She doesn’t even know whether they are alive or dead. She advises all mothers to pay attention to the nutrition of their children and give them the necessary food to protect them from malnutrition.

