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A meeting at an adolescent 

boys and girls’ group in 

Dibrugarh, Assam, India.  
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Figure 1: Child-focused ODA has declined substantially in recent years, from both 

bilateral aid multilateral contributions 

 

UK aid with a child-focus, £m, current prices 

 
Notes: See appendix for description of child-focused aid. GBP millions, current prices. 

Estimates between bilateral and multilateral are not directly comparable as 

multilaterals do not use the RMNCH policy marker.
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Figure 2: Child-focused ODA disproportionately hit by recent cuts  

 

UK bilateral aid (excluding IDRCs) as a percentage of 2019 values 

 
Notes: See appendix for description of child-focused ODA.  
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Figure 3: Bilateral ODA to education, health and WASH sectors declined substantially 

since 2020  

 

Total bilateral aid to the health sector, including health ODA with a child-focus 

 
Notes: See appendix for description of child-focused aid. GBP millions, current prices. 
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This is happening at a time when learning outcomes have regressed, with the 

latest World Bank simulations estimating 70% of children in LMICs are now 

'learning poor' .40 

Spotlight 2: Primary education programme cut by £142 million

'Shule Bora' means 'Quality Education' in Swahili. In 2022 the UK Government 

announced £215 million funding for a new 'Shule Bora' Programme in Tanzania, 

with the aim of helping four million children in Tanzania, at least half of them girls, 

gain a better-quality primary education. The programme set out to improve learning 

outcomes especially around reading and writing, as well as supporting more girls 

into secondary school and the inclusion of children with disabilities. Seen as very 

successful, the project was 'A' rated when it was evaluated. 

By 2024, Shule Bora's budget had been slashed to just £73 million with the 

programme having to refocus resources with 'new results that are presently being 

finalised'. Such cuts will undoubtedly impact the chances of many children in 

Tanzania getting a decent primary education along with life changing basic literacy 

skills. 

Water, sanitation and hygiene 

Aid to the water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) sector has never been a large 

part of UK bilateral aid: between 2012 and 2019, it accounted for 2% of bilateral 

aid on average. Consequently, it has never accounted for a large component of 

child-focused aid, even though the bulk of UK funding for WASH is child­

focused. Clean water and improved sanitation are key to reducing child 

mortality; unsafe drinking water contributes to hundreds of children dying every 

day from diarrhoeal diseases.41 WASH sector aid peaked in 2018 at £208 

million, but has fallen by 75% since then, to £51 million in 2022. 

Over the past decade, aid to the WASH sector primarily went to the 'basic 

drinking water and sanitation' sub-sectors, which accounted for around two 

thirds of WASH spending between 2012 and 2019. More recently, both water 

sector policy, and aid to large-scale water and sanitation systems have 

increased as a share of total WASH expenditure 

19 
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Figure 5: Adaptation-marked ODA is much more likely to be child-focused than 

mitigation.  

 

Percent of mitigation and adaptation ODA with a child-focus 

 

Notes: Adaptation/mitigation ODA includes ODA with both significant and principal 

Rio-markers applied, and some projects have both.  
 





 

a This includes UK contributions to the International Finance Facility for Immunisation (IFFIm) which 
supports GAVI but doesn’t report separate expenditure to the OECD CRS 
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CRS  Creditor Reporting System 

DAC  Development Assistance Committee  

FCDO  Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office 

IDRC  in-donor refugee costs 

LMIC  low- and middle-income countries 

ODA  official development assistance 

OECD  Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

SDGs  Sustainable Development Goals 

UNCRC  UN Convention on the Rights of the Child  

WASH  Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  
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