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Cao Huyền Trang (6) and her 

family stand in front of their home 

after a landslide triggered by Super 

Typhoon Yagi in Viet Nam. 
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a A similar trend was identified in UNICEF UK’s 2024 report Leave No Child Behind, which found that the 
UK’s child-focused bilateral ODA fell 56% from 2016 to 2022. 
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b A closer match can be obtained by adjusting the ‘significant’ marked ODA (that for which climate is not the main 

objective). But the UK does not use a constant share of adaptation projects and so such an assumption would be 
arbitrary, and still would not match trends in reported figures as accurately.  
c The UK government introduced four changes to the way is measures ICF in 2024: a fixed percentage of 30% of 

humanitarian programmes operating in the 10% countries most vulnerable to climate change will be classified as 
ICF; calculations of ICF channeled through British International Investment will reflect the actual proportion 
addressing climate change; a percentage of the UK’s core contributions to multilateral development banks will be 

classified as ICF; and the existing aid portfolio was ‘scrubbed’ to find existing eligible programmes. See ICAI (2024). 
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Ntokozo Ewee washes her hands at a waterpoint installed at her school in Matebeleland, 

southwest Zimbabwe. This is part of a programme of ‘dream schools’ that are greener, more 

climate resilient, and deliver quality education. © UNICEF/Karel Prinsloo 
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d The UK committed £3.8 billion in ICF 1 (2011/12-2015/16), £5.8 billion in ICF 2 (2016/17-2020/21) and 
£11.6 billion in ICF 3 (2021/22-2025/26). 
e This category of aid is excluded from some of the analysis as it is all spent within the UK and largely does 

not reflect intentional efforts to reduce poverty. These costs have increased in recent years because of a 

backlog in asylum claims and the war in Ukraine, rather than any policy changes. 
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Three women are seen on a river which was their source of water before the construction of a 

Solar-powered Water System at Pembamoyo Village in Nsanje District, Malawi. Solar-powered 

water supply schemes are drilled deeper than traditional hand pumps, meaning they can reach 

reliable aquifers which are not affected during times of drought. © UNICEF/Chikondi

 

 

f This is understandable in the case of ICF, for which the primary motivation is addressing climate 
objectives.  



 

g The only two references to children focus on the climate impacts on nutrition, highlighting additional 
stunting and child deaths from increased hunger.   
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h Whereas social protection and environmental policy and administrative management have their own 
purpose codes in OECD data (16010 and 41010 respectively), WASH is an amalgamation of several 
different purpose codes (those between 14000 – 14999). 
i One issue with sectoral reporting is that many projects could be described as being in a number of 
sectors, for example, a project that “supports governments to strengthen their policies to respond to 
climate extremes” could be described as either ‘environmental policy and administrative management’ 
or ‘multi-hazard preparedness’, each of which have separate codes in OECD data.  



Children play outside a Transitional School Structure built after the 2022 floods in the 

Balochistan province of Pakistan. The school is climate resilient and supported by WASH 

services. Temporary learning centres and transitional schools in districts affected by floods 

have helped more than 10,000 students to continue their education. © UNICEF/A. Sami Malik 
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A Rohingya volunteer shares cyclone preparedness messages and offers vital guidance to locals 

sheltering at a Multipurpose Children and Adolescent Centre, just hours before tropical cyclone 

REMAL made landfall in Bangladesh in 2024. © UNICEF/Bashir Ahmed Sujan

 

j For this estimate, climate shares are taken from OECD data, however this only goes up to 2022. Data 
from the World Bank suggests that the climate share has increased since then. 



 

 

k This estimate was calculated based on the latest available figures from FCDO and the published 
ministerial statement that put the international climate finance spend for 2025/26 at £3.4 billion, drawn 
from a 0.5% ODA budget. 
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