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                        With your help, we provide:
                      
                                                                          	
                                Nutrition and life-saving food
                              
	
                                Education
                              
	
                                Emergency relief for children
                              
	
                                Protection from climate change
                              
	
                                Water, sanitation and hygiene
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                        We work in 190 countries, including:
                      
                                                                          	
                                Afghanistan
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                                The UN Convention on Children's Rights
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                                Campaigning with us
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                                Your charitable trust or foundation
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                                Donation FAQs
                              


                        
                      


                

              

                          
            
	
                                            Shop
                          
                        
            
	
                                            About us
                          
                        
            
	
                                            Contact
                          
                        
            


      
      
      

                                      
                    
                      Search.
                    
                                  

              


              

    
  	  	
  			  			  				  				
  			  			
  			  			  				
  			  			
  	
  
      	
  			DONATE
          			DONATE TO HELP CHILDREN
  	

  




      			

      		


      	
      		
      			
      		

  				
  				
      	

        
    
  	  	
  			  			  				  				
  			  			
  			  			  				
  			  			
  	
  
      	
  			DONATE
  			DONATE TO HELP CHILDREN
  	

  

      
    

  


  

  
    
  
          
      

      
  

    
        

    
                
    
              



    
    



  
    
    
  
	
		

      
    
  
    
              How we protect

              Children's rights

          

  



      	
		
							with the UN Convention

							on the Rights of the Child

					

	


      
		

	









          
      
            
    
      Home > What we do > What is the UN Convention on Child Rights?

    

  

    
              





  
    
      What is the UN Convention?

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is the basis of all of our work. It is the most complete statement of children’s rights ever produced and is the most widely-ratified international human rights treaty in history.

 

What makes the UN Convention so special?

The Convention has 54 articles that cover all aspects of a child’s life and set out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights that all children everywhere are entitled to. It also explains how adults and governments must work together to make sure all children can enjoy all their rights.

Every child has rights “without discrimination of any kind, irrespective of the child’s or his or her parent’s or legal guardian’s race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national, ethnic or social origin, property, disability, birth or other status” (Article 2).

The Convention must be seen as a whole: all the rights are linked and no right is more important than another. The right to relax and play (Article 31) and the right to freedom of expression (Article 13) have equal importance as the right to be safe from violence (Article 19) and the right to education (Article 28).

We are the only organisation  working for children recognised  by the Convention.

The Convention is also the most widely ratified human rights treaty in the world. All UN member states except for the United States have ratified the Convention. The Convention came into force in the UK in 1992.
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    Read the full UN Convention
     PDF  (383 kB ) 
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	54

	articles make up the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.


  
              


  




          
      
    
              





  
    
      What is in the UN Convention?

There are four articles in the Convention that are seen as special. They’re known as the “General Principles” and they help to interpret all the other articles and play a fundamental role in realising  all the rights in the Convention for all children. They are:

	Non-discrimination (Article 2)
	Best interest of the child (Article 3)
	Right to life survival and development (Article 6)
	Right to be heard (Article 12)


You can read the full UN Convention (pdf), or just a summary (pdf), to find out more about the rights that are included.


    


    

  

          
      
    
              





  
    
      UNCRC Protocols

The Convention also contains a number of agreements to add further, unique rights for children that are optional for countries. They are called “Optional Protocols” and include:

	The Optional Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict

This requires governments to increase the minimum age that children can join the armed forces from 15 years. It ensures that members of their armed forces younger than 18 do not take a direct part in armed conflict.
	The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

This provides detailed requirements for governments to end the sexual exploitation and abuse of children. It also protects children from being sold for non-sexual purposes, such as other forms of forced labour, illegal adoption and organ donation.
	The Optional Protocol on a communications procedure

This allows children to submit a complaint to the United Nations when their rights have been violated and their own country’s legal system was not able to offer a solution.
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      Our work in the UK


                  How we're helping children here in the UK
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      Fundraise at your school


                  Fundraising ideas for schools
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      Campaign with us to protect children's rights


                  See our latest petition

    


    
      See our latest petition
    
  





            
    
      
            
        







  
              
                          
        
                      

    
    
      Donate to UNICEF


                  You can help change a child's life today
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      The UK Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF UK) raises funds for UNICEF’s emergency and development work for children. We also promote and protect children’s rights in the UK and internationally. We are a UK charity, entirely funded by supporters.

United Kingdom Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF UK). Registered charity 1072612 (England and Wales) and SC043677 (Scotland). Registered company limited by guarantee 3663181 (England and Wales). Registered office: 1 Westfield Avenue, London E20 1HZ. All images © UNICEF except where noted.


    


  




  
  		
		





















